Inside:
- Committee reviews COLA decrease
- Limited recall of bottled water
- Senior NCO induction ceremony
- Volunteers help at local convent

PACIFIC

Expedition

- Education center rep

July 30, 1999

Kwang Ju Air Base, Republic of Korea

Vol. 1, No. 11

12th Fighter Squadron F-15Cs dog fight with A-10s, F-16s

By 1st Lt. Michele Tasista
3rd Air Expeditionary Group Public AffairsKadena
F-15Cs own airfield

There are fewer F-15s on
Kwang Ju'sflight linethisweek
after the departure of the 90th
Fighter Squadron’'s18 F-15E air-
craft, butitisstill anactivearea
withthe 12th Fighter Squadron’s
daily flying operations.

Theunit hasflown morethan
100 sorties since arriving to
Kwang Ju Air Base nearly two
weeksagowitheight F-15C air-
craft and morethan 125 people.

The unit was sent from
KadenaAir Base, Japan, to par-
ticipatein Cope Jadewiththe 90th
Fighter Squadron and other Ko-
rean theater units in Cope Jade
99-4. Theunitisscheduledto
return to Japan next week.

(L to R- Capt Steve Neuser conducts re-

Training in Korea

“Weareabletofly low alti-
tudeand accomplishnight training
over land, which allowsusto ex-
perience and become morefamil-
iar withthekind of environment we
canexpecttofly andfightin,” said
Lt. Col. JamesPillar, assistant op-
erationsofficer.

Onereason aircrewsenjoy the
training opportunity hereat Kwang
Ju, according to Pillar, isthewide-
openair space, which hasfewer fly-
ing restrictions than Japan or the
United States.

“If we need to go a particular
direction to make atactical move,
werarely haveaproblemwithair
spacehere,” said Rillar.

Flying 16 missions daily

After returning fromamission
earlier this week, Capt. Kevin
Huyck, pilot, said the best aspect
of beingin Koreaisthedissmilar
ar combat training. “ Our flyingto-
day included visud infighting with
A-10s,” said Huyck. “Thisalows
ustouseclosein, visud identifica-
tion methodsfor employing close
rangeweapons. Thisisgood prac-
tice because we are able to work
onair combat maneuversthrough
closevisud dogfights.”

Theunitwill maximizethetrain-
ing opportunity and has scheduled
16 missonsdally, threemissonsper
aircraft, in order to do so, accord-
ingtoRillar.
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Maintenanceteam on thejob

The maintenance team isensuring the unit maintainsthe
pace of operationswith non-stop support, according to Capt.
Henry Myers, maintenance officer. “ They’ re doing agood
job,” hesaid.

Thetraining opportunity presented by the deployment has
been beneficia, according to Chief Master Sgt. Al Kinman,
mai ntenance superintendent, who hasbeento Kwang Ju sev-
erd times.

“Thisenvironment helpstheyounger folksappreciatewhat
weareinthe Air Forcefor and hel psthem to focuson their
jobs,” said Kinman.

“Itisagood opportunity towork heresincethisis
wherewe' d be sentin areal-world situation,” said
Airman Matt Berra

Thisisasowhen peoplelearn how toimprovise,
according to Kinman.

Theteam hasreceived supply and | ogistics sup-
port from 90th Fighter Squadron elements, in addi-
tion to Osan and Kunsan Air Bases, in obtaining sup-
ply itemsneeded, according to Kinman.

The support provided by other unitsand basesis
consi stent with the 12th’steam spirit, according to
Myers.

“WEe' ve been hel ping each other, even though our
arcraft taillshavedifferent colors—we' reall operat-
ingasoneteam,” said Myers.




After finishing the benches, volunteers placed them on the nature
walk, then toured the convent which was built in 1984.

By 1st Lt. Michele Tasista
3rd Air Expeditionary Group Public Affairs

Chaplains RonHarvell and
George C. Georgetook agroup
of morethan 10 volunteerstothe
Sigtersof Seton Hill convent to
sand and shellack benches
Saturday .

Thiswasthe second year for

the deployed group at Kwang Ju
to providevolunteers, according
to Father George C. George.
During thefirst deployment group
to Kwang Juin 1998, aset of
volunteershel ped clear brush and
weeds near the convent.

The pattern of volunteers
helping fromKwang Juis

appreciated by residents,
accordingto Sister Mary Anne.

“Thesocia outreachisnice,”
shesaid. “ThisshowstheAir
Forceisconcerned for thewell
being of thecommunity.”

“People don’t commonly
know about us,” said Sister
Songok . “Wereally don’t know
about peopleintheAir Force.
Their volunteer effortschangethe
way we havetended to view

peopleinthemilitary.”

A volunteer sands a bench Saturday.

Thegroupwasinvitedinfora

traditional Koreanmesdl.
“Itisnicetoget outinthe

community andbeinan
environment whichwill helpmeto
grow spiritualy,” said Staff Sgt.
Karl Wiegand, firestation captain
for B shift.

“Thereismoretolifethan
watching moviesand playing video
games,” said Wiegand, who
placed thefirst bench.

The bencheswereplaced ona
trail, and will beused by the
sigters, asthey walk the path—so
they will beableto pause, rest and
meditate, according to Sister
Mary Anne.



